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Springfield Township, Bucks County 
2320 Township Road           ▪           Quakertown, PA 18951           ▪             610-346-6700           ▪          www.springfieldbucks.org  

 
Board of Supervisors   

 
MINUTES  

 
August 28, 2012 

 
Supervisors Present: Barbara Lindtner (Arrived at 7:55 p.m.), John Oehler, Volker Oakey, Dave Long and Rob Zisko   
Also present: Terry Clemons, Township Solicitor; Chief Mike McDonald; Bob Wynn, Township Engineer; Rich Schilling, 
Township Manager and Jason Wager, Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Rob Zisko, Vice Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

 
 

Approval of Minutes  
 
Jason Wager read John Oehler’s statement added to his Supervisor comment from the July 24, 2012 BOS Meeting.   The 
statement was “At this time I, John Oehler, am an employee of PPL.  While I serve on the Board of Supervisors for Springfield 
Township (Bucks County), I do not represent PPL.  Should, however, any matter come up in the course of this Board that 
represents any conflict of interest involving PPL, I will recuse myself from the matter entirely.” 
 
Volker Oakey moved to adopt the July 24, 2012, minutes as amended. Rob Zisko seconded; the motion passed.  Dave Long 
abstained since he was not at the meeting.   
 
 

Bills for Approval 
 
John Oehler moved to approve the following bills paid from July 21 – August 23, 2012: 
  

1. General Fund  $ 44,294.39   4. Subdivision & Escrow    $  19,709.48 
 2. Liquid Fuels $112,416.27 5. Special Fees                $        83.20   
 3. Open Space $ 2,010.10 6. Street Light  $       500.55 
 
Dave Long seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 

 
 

Reports 
 

Road Department (posted) – The 7/18 thru 8/14/2012 report was reviewed.  The Road Department performed pothole and 
blacktop patching, spot ditching, brush trimming and equipment maintenance.  They also installed speed new speed limit signs on 
Drifting Drive, Peppermint Road, Pleasant View Road and Passer Road.  They performed 491 hours of road maintenance, 70 
hours of equipment maintenance, 85 hours of building maintenance, 38 hours of sign maintenance and 56 hours of roadside 
mowing during this period.  Rich Schilling noted that Rich Pursell, Roadmaster, wanted to inform the Board that the purchase of a 
used truck by the Road Department would be on the next agenda due to the selling municipality wanting a commitment to buy 
from Springfield Township.   
 
Police Report – Chief McDonald reported for July that there were 170 total calls for service.  The State Police handled twelve of 
those calls.  There were six reportable crashes.  The value of property stolen in the Township for July was $17,660.  $13,900 of 
the stolen property was recovered.  He stated that there has been an increase in burglaries and thefts, especially scrap metal.   
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The department participated in a mass casualty and active shooter drill at Palisades High School.  There will be more levels to 
this training in the future and involvement of more agencies such as fire departments and other emergency management 
organizations.  This particular drill only involved police officers. 
 
Chief McDonald reminded the Board of the need for a new vehicle since the 2003 Crown Victoria has 140,000 miles.  John 
Oehler asked Chief where we stood on the replacement vehicle.  He stated that the cost would be relatively the same as the 2012 
Tahoe that was purchased this year. 
 
Treasurer Report – The Board reviewed the current budget and balance sheets as of August 23 for the different funds.  Jason 
Wager highlighted some key points within the reports.  The Township has received $473,138 in EIT revenue ($39,545 under 
budget for 2012 and $38,127 less than 2011).    Real Estate revenue was $16,283 under budget.  The total revenue is $1,074,473 
compared to $972,247 in 2011.  The total YTD expenses are $850,149 ($21,723 under budget).  The Township net income is 
$224,324, putting the Township $57,655 over budget.  The reserve is currently at $633,137.  Jason reported the computer 
migration was completed for the administrative department. 
 
Township Manager – Rich Schilling reported that the Community Day Committee would be meeting weekly up until the event.  
We have only received three articles for the newsletter, so that is currently on hold.  Municipal Risk Management is canceling our 
Fireman Workers’ Compensation Insurance due to high claims received as a result of PA State Act 46 of 2011 regarding cancer 
claims by firefighters.  Rich is working with our insurance agent on securing alternative insurance.   
 
Rich performed six Use & Occupancy inspections for resale in July.  Zoning processed thirty permits in July for a total of 
$18,449.75 in revenue.  Zoning revenue YTD is $64,368.30. 
 
 

Public Comment on Agenda Items 
 

No public comment was given. 
 
 

Governmental Matters 
 
(1) PSATS Legal Defense Newsletter – The letter was reviewed by the Board.   

 
 

Planning Matters 
 

There were no planning matters to discuss. 
 
 

Old Business 
 

(1) Execution of Conditional Use approval for New Cingular Wireless dba AT&T Mobility – Terry Clemons, Township 
Solicitor, gave a review of the conditions of the Conditional Use agreement.  Terry suggested changing one of the conditions to all 
vehicles, trucks, trailers and vehicles parts will be relocated on the parcel.  New Cingular Wireless was in agreement with the 
change to the agreement.  John Oehler moved to approve the Conditional Use decision as amended for New Cingular Wireless 
dba AT&T Mobility on TMP #’s 42-4-43 & 42-4-44.  Volker Oakey seconded; the motion passed.  Dave Long abstained since he 
was not present at the Conditional Use Hearing. 
 
(2) MS4 Waiver Request – Bob Wynn, Township engineer, gave a brief of the MS4 program.  The program requires every 
municipality to comply with general permit requirements or individual permit requirements established by DEP or have their own 
program in place that would be approved by DEP in regards to storm sewer systems.  Rob Zisko moved to approve pay the 
$2,500 waiver fee from the Special Fee Fund.  John Oehler seconded; the motion passed unanimously.   
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(3) Open Space Bond Re-financing – Open Space Committee members Jeff Lindtner and Jim Nielsen gave a brief explanation 
of the bond refinancing options.  Township resident Ed Giera, who has been working with the BOS and Open Space Committee in 
relation to the refinancing, discussed in depth the three different bond options.  Mr. Giera confirmed that the numbers given by 
PFM are correct.  Terry Clemons instructed the Board on their legal questions and on how the funds could be used.  The savings 
from refinancing the bond could not be used to pay other Township debt and would have to stay under the original Open Space 
Bond referendum and only be used to acquire more property.   Supervisors Zisko, Lindtner, Long and Oakey liked Option 3 on 
Page D-9 of the bond update packet that would give savings in the first couple of years that the Open Space Committee could 
use to purchase more easements.  Supervisor Oehler was for the refinancing of the bond but preferred Option 2 on Page D-8 that 
would give the Township more savings over the life of the loan, but it would be spread out over the twenty years.  The Open 
Space Committee recommended Option 3 on Page D-9.   
 
Rob Zisko moved to select Option 3 on page D-9 of the Bond Refinancing Update dated August 28, 2012 provided by Gordon 
Walker from Public Financial Management for the Open Space Bond Refinancing.  Barbara Lindtner seconded; Voting Yes: Rob 
Zisko, Dave Long, Volker Oakey and Barbara Lindtner; Voting No:  John Oehler.  The motion passed.   
 
(4) Fire Department Discussion – Volker Oakey gave a brief about upcoming and current capital expenditures and ideas about 
creating a 15 year timeline.  He feels that the Board does not have enough information to make any decisions on how to help the 
Fire Departments financially.  The Board decided it would use the September 11 meeting as a capital needs work session to 
address all the financial concerns within the Township.   
 
Mike Gawronski, Springtown Volunteer Fire Company, asked if the Board had entertained a dedicated fire tax.  He explained that 
the tax is used in surrounding Townships and would help make them self-sufficient economically.  Barbara Lindtner stated that the 
discussion had been tabled because the whole Board was not present at the July BOS meeting and because the tax millage 
increase request by the fire company they had not had an opportunity to talk about the fire departments financial needs.  Rob 
Zisko added that the Board must consider the financial needs of all the services within the Township and decide what the best 
financial solution is.  Steve Hohenstein, President of the Springtown Volunteer Fire Company, added that they understand there 
are multiple issues within the Township and they want to do what is best for the whole community.  Terry Clemons confirmed that 
the Board of Supervisors could do a three mill tax increase without a referendum for the fire department and a half a mill increase 
for the Emergency Management Service. 
 
 

New Business 
 
There was no new business to discuss. 
 
 

Correspondence 
 

The Board reviewed correspondence.  A letter received by James & Alice Freeh and Jeff Dimmick concerning the Township Road 
bridge closure was discussed.  Rich Schilling informed the Board in discussions with Joe Bush, Bucks County Director of Public 
Safety, that he does not expect the bridge to be completed until early Spring 2013.  The Board discussed the difficulty of the 
bridge being closed to the residents and what steps could be taken to try to speed up the process.  It was decided that Rob Zisko, 
Jim Hopkins and Rich Schilling would meet the next day to discuss options.  Also, the Board asked Terry Clemons to talk to the 
Bucks County Commissioners if there continued to be problems. 
 
There was another letter reviewed from Leighton Dorey, who had not been in Springtown for many years, expressing how friendly 
and helpful everyone associated with the Township and the Water Authority was to him during his repairs at 3120-4 Main Street in 
Springtown.   

Public Comments 
 
Jim Nielsen, Township resident, thanked the Road Department and Fire Department for helping him clear out a culvert that was 
part of his stormwater management.  He also added that the road on Route 212 by Charles Diehl’s property appears to be 
eroding away. 
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Steve Hohenstein, President of SVFC, thanked the Road Department for their help with the sinkhole located by the Fire 
Company. 
 
Steve Doncevic, Township resident, asked the Board to consider the shifting demographics of the Township before making any 
decisions on a tax increase. 
 
Mike Gawronski, SVFC and Township resident, thanked the Board for listening to resident comments and how difficult that can 
be at times.   
 

 
Supervisor Comments  

 
No other supervisor comments were given. 
 
 

Adjournment 
 

At 9:40 p.m., Rob Zisko moved to adjourn the meeting. Volker Oakey seconded; the motion passed unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
  

 
 
 
Jason A. Wager 
Township Secretary/Treasurer 
 
Next meeting:  September 11, 2012   
Approved:  September 11, 2012 

 


